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UNCLAS ROME 7222 

FROM AMBASSADOR LODGE'S OFFICE 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, VT, LE 

SUB J : POPE PAUL MAKES PUBLIC APPEAL FOR ASSISTANCE TO LEBANON 
REF: ROME 7198 (NOTAL) 

1 . POPE PAUL VI, ON MAY 3, RECEIVED IN AUDIENCE VATICAN 
MISSION TO LEBANON WHICH RETURNED LAST WEEK. AFTER THANKING 
THEM FOR CARRYING OUT HIS INSTRUCTIONS, HE NOTED THAT THEIR 
FINDINGS INCREASED EVEN MORE HIS PROFOUND SADNESS AND 
ANGUISH, AND THAT THE CONFLICT, IN FACT, CONTINUES TO INCREASE 
AND PLACES IN EVEN GRAVER DANGER THE ESSENTIAL VALUES ON 
WHICH LEBANON IS BASED. 
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2. POPE PAUL, AFTER NOTING THE EXISTENCE OF MORE THAN 
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300,000 REFUGEES, THEN MADE A FERVENT APPEAL FOR ASSISTANCE, 

AS FOLLOWS: 

" WE CANNOT SHRINK FROM TURNING OUR SORROWFUL AND 
PRESSING APPEAL TO THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH, TO THE WHOLE WORLD, 

SO THAT THE NECESSARY AND BY NOW UNDEFERABLE ASSISTANCE IS 
PROCURED FOR OUR SUFFERING BROTHERS. THE GATHERING OF SUCH 
ASSISTANCE MUST ASSUME, WE HOPE, NEW AND ADEQUATE PROPORTIONS: 
ALL TOGETHER WE MUST GIVE LEBANON A CONCRETE TESTIMONY OF 
HIMAN SOLIDARITY AND REAL CHARITY, INSURING AT LEAST THE 
MINIMUM SUBSISTENCE FOR THOSE IN NEED, TRYING TO SNATCH THE 
WOUNDED FROM DEATH, AND STOPPING THE THREATENING SPECTRE OF 
HUNGER. "VOLPE 
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